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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Journal of Jasper Danckaerts, 1679-1680. Edited by Bartlett Bur- 
leigh James and J. Franklin Jameson. Series: Original Narratives of 
Early American History, xxxi and 313 pp. Ills., index. Charles Serib- 
ner's Sons, New York, 1913. $2.50. 9x6. 

The introduction by Dr. James has the following very just characteriza- 
tion of the book and its author: 

"Danckaerts viewed his surroundings through the eyes of a fanatical self- 
satisfaction. For this reason his criticisms or strictures upon persons and 
conditions are to be received with much discount. But he was an intelligent 
man, and a keen-eyed and assiduous note-taker; and the variety and fecundity 
of his material is not a little due to the trivial and relatively unimportant 
details which are embodied in the narrative." 

After such a masterly and concise review not much more need be said. 
Mention, however, should be made of the two introductions — the first by Dr. 
James, the second by Dr. Jameson, if only to signal the value they have in 
acquainting us with the historic status of the religious and communal sect 
founded by Jean de Labadie, and for which Danckaerts and his companion, 
Sluyter, traveled to America to explore the eastern coastlands, and in con- 
sequence of which a Labadist community was afterwards founded in Maryland. 
The results of these explorations are an exceedingly minute description of 
New York and its surroundings, of the Hudson, Albany, and as far as west 
of Schenectady, of New Jersey, and parts of Delaware and Maryland to the 
line of Virginia. Geographically this description is highly valuable. It pre- 
sents a vivid picture of the country as it was in 1679, and of its flora, fauna 
and hydrography. Careful notes on the weather of every day, while not pre- 
cise, of course, still afford points of comparison with climatic conditions of 
later periods when properly scrutinized. Not less interesting is his ship journal 
for the abundant notes on conditions of the sea. Danckaerts 's previous voyage 
to Surinam in Guiana had evidently opened his eyes to many maritime and 
nautical phenomena. It is noteworthy that he places the origin of the Gulf 
Stream at the mouth of the Amazon. 

Descriptions of larger towns and cities like London, New York, Boston, are 
somewhat distorted by his patriotism as a Hollander, but his picture of 
everyday life in streets and homes is interesting while not always compli- 
mentary to the people. The remarks of Dr. James about exaggerated critical 
inclinations in that direction are to be treasured. On the whole the book 
yields much more than the title leads one to expect, and the editors deserve 
thanks for what they have undertaken and successfully carried out. 

Ad. F. Bandelier. 

The Vikings. By Allen Mawer. Cambridge Manuals of Science and Litera- 
ture. 150 pp. Ills., index. University Press, Cambridge. G. P. Putnam 's 
Sons, New York, 1913. Is. 6% x 5. 

The term "Viking," meaning "one who haunts a bay, creek or fjord," 
came to be used, in the ninth and tenth centuries, to designate those warriors 
of Scandinavia who raided the chief European countries. Until within the 
last half -century our knowledge of these people was obtained almost entirely 
from the works of mediaeval Latin chroniclers who, writing in monasteries 
and similar places of learning, had often felt the ruthless hand of the Viking 
freebooter. Naturally, therefore, the Vikings' cruelty and violence is em- 
phasized and made predominant in the picture which these early historians drew. 

During the past fifty years, however, a more comprehensive picture has 
been given us of the Viiings. This latest conception is obtained from early 
Scandinavian literature and through the work of archaeologists of the last 
century. The word "Viking," in its recent broader meaning, includes that 
entire period of Scandinavian civilization, conquest and influence extending 
approximately from the middle of the Eighth to the end of the Tenth, or the 
first half of the Eleventh Century. Mr. Mawer deals concisely and in an 
interesting way with the Vikings in this wide and inclusive sense. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 



